THE  PRODUCTIVE  FORCES
third :   How are the changes, the transitions from one
mode of production to the other, to be accounted for ?
The answer to the first of these questions is obvious :
because men are men, not foxes or bees, because even
in the remotest past it has always been in their nature
to look out for ever new ways of satisfying their needs.
For this purpose they invented tools, constructed engines,
and discovered and developed the forces of nature as
well as their own forces, which after all are a part of
nature. To keep this in mind will bring us somewhat
nearer to understanding why and how those changes
were brought about.
We have seen that all productive forces are discovered,
developed and put to use by the human intellect. In
like manner, the substitution in some branch of industry
of machinery for manufacture by hand, the transition
of a tribe from cattle-breeding to agriculture or the
reverse, the expansion of industry and commerce in
a country where the people hitherto lived chiefly on
agriculture, are contrived by the human intellect. In-
telligent and enterprising persons are the first to see
which new methods promise better results than the old
ones gave ; they will be the first to apply them, and other
people will follow their lead. The more human intelli-
gence develops, the more frequently some persons will
be able to foresee that a certain branch or mode of pro-
duction is going to become unprofitable and that it would
be advisable to replace it in time by some better method
or to proceed to the production of another kind of com-
modities. On the other hand, it is a fact of frequent occur-
rence to see the population of some town or village with
a once flourishing industry suffer economic ruin because
they cannot be induced to change their customary ways.
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